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eliminate UkKkraine’s current govern-
ment, starting with President
Zelenskyy. So despite being descended
from Holocaust survivors,
denazification starts, from Putin’s
point of view, by eliminating a Jewish
President, Zelenskyy.

A recent article in a Russian state-
run publication, RIA Novosti, con-
firmed that denazification means that
the elected government must be elimi-
nated as well as the Ukrainian mili-
tary. But this article goes on to say:

However, in addition to the top, a signifi-
cant part of the masses who are passive
Nazis, accomplices of Nazism, are also
guilty. They supported and indulged Nazi
power. . . . Denazification will inevitably be
de-Ukrainianization.

This ought to be very chilling to all
of us, especially in light of the mas-
sacre at Bucha that we saw on tele-
vision this week and other Ukrainian
cities.

That statement reminds me of this
quote from Catherine the Great after
she completed her takeover of an inde-
pendent Ukrainian state just 10 years
before our own Declaration of Inde-
pendence:

Every effort should be made to eradicate
them and their age from memory.

“Them’ meaning the Ukrainians.

Stalin killed millions of Ukrainians
by intentionally starving them to
death with the same goal in the early
1930s.

Now, you know that Putin has
praised Stalin and is now imitating
Stalin.

The U.N. Genocide Convention de-
fines genocide to mean ‘‘any of the fol-
lowing acts committed with intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial, or religious group, as
such: (a) Killing members of the group;
(b) Causing serious bodily or mental
harm to members of the group; (c) De-
liberately inflicting on the group con-
ditions of life calculated to bring about
its physical destruction in whole or in
part; (d) Imposing measures intended
to prevent births within the group; (e)
Forcibly transferring children of the
group to another group.”’

That sure seems to fit with what we
know about Putin and his occupation
of Ukraine.

There is one last lesson that we can
learn from our Baltic friends. Despite
the murder and deportation to Siberia
of masses of Estonians, Latvians, and
Lithuanians to suppress their national
identity, there were 10 years of active
guerilla warfare by bands of what they
called Forest Brothers. In fact, resist-
ance never really ended until the Bal-
tic countries threw off Soviet rule.

I will leave you with the first few
lines of the Ukrainian national an-
them:

The glory and freedom of Ukraine has not
yet perished.
Luck will still smile on us, brother-Ukrain-

ians.

Our enemies will die, as the dew does in the
sunshine,

And we, too, brothers, we’ll live happily in
our land.
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I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONFIRMATION OF KETANJI BROWN JACKSON

Mr. PADILLA. Madam President, I
rise today to celebrate the confirma-
tion of now Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson as a Justice on the Supreme
Court of the United States of America.

It is an important moment for our
country but also a special moment for
me because Angela, my wife, and two
of our sons are here visiting the Cap-
itol this week. They witnessed history
in the making when we voted to con-
firm, just a few minutes ago, Justice
Jackson. Angela and I take great joy in
knowing that not just our three sons
but young people across the country
will see Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson
as an example of the great heights that
they, too, can achieve.

For the very first time in our Na-
tion’s history, the Senate has con-
firmed a Black woman to the Supreme
Court of the United States. For only
the sixth time, we have confirmed a
woman to the Supreme Court, and for
the fourth time, we have confirmed a
working mother. It is also the first
time in 50 years that the Senate has
confirmed a Justice with public defense
experience.

This nomination represents progress,
and I am heartened that it was a bipar-
tisan majority of Senators who came
together to make history today. I also
know that this progress would not have
been possible without someone who
was brave enough to step ahead on her
own; without someone willing to work
twice as hard in order to be the first;
without someone able to persevere no
matter how challenging, how difficult,
or how full of doubt her path ahead
may sometimes be.

It shouldn’t have been this hard. As
you know, I am a member of the Judi-
ciary Committee, so I can attest that,
when then-Judge Jackson came before
the committee with an outstanding ju-
dicial record, with bipartisan acclaim,
and historic qualifications, she came
prepared. She did answer a whole range
of important questions, and she was
forthcoming. She was clear and gra-
cious.

Many Senators took the opportunity
to engage deeply on issues that will
shape the future of our Nation—issues
like the role of technology and innova-
tion, voting rights, Tribal sovereignty,
and much, much more; but, sadly, as
has been referenced, some of our col-
leagues chose to fill their time with
hostility, bad faith, and misleading
smears.

They chose to hold Judge Jackson to
a different standard than other Su-
preme Court nominees whom they
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themselves had previously supported.
In the same breath as they tried to
praise Judge Jackson’s character and
qualifications, they denigrated her mo-
tives; they questioned her impartiality
and made up excuse after excuse for
why they couldn’t support her nomina-
tion. It was painful to watch, not just
for me but for people across the coun-
try.

Judge Jackson was in the spotlight
for days, but she continually met dis-
respect with calm composure. It is an
experience that is all too common for
those with the audacity to break new
ground. Judge Jackson was unfairly
tested, but she persevered.

I believe that Judge Jackson de-
served better than the treatment she
received during the confirmation proc-
ess. When you see Senators cast aside
their good faith in questioning nomi-
nees, the threat to the integrity of our
justice system is very real, and the
cynicism it breeds for our institutions
is real. These are the issues that this
Senate and that each Senator must
confront.

But, today, I want to—and I choose
to—celebrate the historic achievement
of this confirmation.

Over the last few weeks, I have re-
ceived thousands of letters and emails
and other messages, including on social
media, from Californians who support
Justice Jackson’s confirmation. The
messages have come from people of all
backgrounds and from every corner of
my home State. I have heard from Cali-
fornians who admire the tenacity, the
grace, and the integrity that Justice
Jackson showed in committee. I have
also gotten messages from so many
Californians, young Californians, who
see themselves in Justice Jackson’s
story and from Californians who say
that the Court and our country will be
better because of her service.

So, as we cast our historic votes, I
celebrate the better America that we
are building, wherein our courts better
reflect and understand the diverse
country that they serve. I celebrate the
joy that Justice Jackson has brought
to people across not just California but
across the Nation. I celebrate the com-
mitment to equal rights and equal jus-
tice that she will bring to the Supreme
Court; and I celebrate the inspiration
that she provides to young peobple, es-
pecially young people of color, who will
write the next chapter of our American
story.

When Judge Jackson introduced her-
self to the American people in the
course of the confirmation hearing in
the Judiciary Committee, she said that
she stood on the shoulders of the civil
rights icon and her personal hero,
Judge Constance Baker Motley. For
many in the next generation, their
hero will be Justice Ketanji Brown
Jackson.

I have shared with others and want
to share again today that this con-
firmation represents one more step to-
ward making our institutions and our
courts more inclusive for all Ameri-
cans.
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So it is in that spirit that I ask unan-
imous consent to make a few addi-
tional remarks in Spanish.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. PADILLA.

(English translation of the statement
made in Spanish is as follows:)

Today, we are celebrating a historic mo-
ment. We are celebrating the progress that
we made to ensure that the Supreme Court
better reflects our country.

Judge Jackson is more than qualified and
is going to bring important and necessary
perspectives to the Supreme Court. Unfortu-
nately, she was attacked by Republicans dur-
ing her confirmation process; but to every
attack, Judge Jackson responded with grace
and patience. She showed the country that
she will be an exceptional Supreme Court
Justice, and she will keep being an inspira-
tion for the next generation.

Madam President, Judge—now Jus-
tice—Jackson has earned her place on
the Supreme Court.

I will end by acknowledging that,
while one person alone, sitting on a
Court of nine equals, can’t single-
handedly create faith in the institu-
tion, I have every confidence that Jus-
tice Jackson will strengthen the Su-
preme Court and help our country
progress forward.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CONFIRMATION OF KETANJI BROWN JACKSON

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, an
hour or so ago on the floor of the Sen-
ate was an amazing sight. It has been a
long, long time since I have seen the
Galleries full. COVID-19 kept us apart.
I missed it. I didn’t realize how much
until those full Galleries were here to
witness the vote on the nomination of
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson to the
Supreme Court.

It was a time of great celebration for
most Members of the Senate and I
think for the Nation because we have
achieved something which many doubt-
ed would occur.

It has been 50 years since the first Af-
rican American—Thurgood Marshall—
was appointed to be a member of the
U.S. Supreme Court. It was another 50
years for us to wait for the opportunity
to put a person, a woman of color, on
the Court. And we did it today.

Soon, in the coming future, the
President will be swearing in Judge,
now-Justice Jackson. I am certain that
she will be a credit to our Nation. She
has already proven that in her lifetime
of service.

Many Members of the Senate, of
course, were excited and happy about
it. I was one of them. I want to thank
my colleagues for their kind words, but
I also want to acknowledge the obvi-
ous.
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All of the hard work that led up to
this successful vote happened a lot be-
hind the scenes. There were members
of our staff who worked long hours—20-
hour days—to prepare for this and to be
ready to handle the important Judici-
ary Committee hearings. I would like
to acknowledge the staff members on
both sides of the aisle who worked tire-
lessly on Judge Jackson’s nomination.

I have got quite a team on my side,
and I am very proud of them. I want to
recognize the following individuals who
played an important part in this his-
toric process: Pat Souders, my chief of
staff; Joe Zogby, my Senate Judiciary
Committee staff director; Dan Swan-
son, general counsel; Stephanie
Trifone, deputy general counsel; Sally
Brown-Shaklee, my deputy chief of
staff; Maalik Simmons and Miriam
Wheatley, my floor staff who are often
sitting right in the back of this Cham-
ber; Claire Reuschel and Riley Foti, my
schedulers; my press staff, including
Emily Hampsten, my communications
director; Jenna Valle-Riestra; Maddie
Carlos; Theresa Bordenave; and Laura
Keller, and many others on my Judici-
ary team, including Phil Brest, who
was my chief nominations counsel—he
worked so hard on this, and he is so
good—Sarah Bauer, who was right by
his side working every minute; and
Gabe Kader, as well; Ziya Smallens,
speechwriter; Joe Charlet; Vaishalee
Yeldandi; Maggie Hopkins; Anna
Shepard; David Adeleye; Eric Chung;
Eliza Lehner; Samir Sheth; David
McCallum; Mady Reno; Katya Kazmin;
Rachel Martinez, Yashi Gunawardena;
Doug Miller; Chastidy Burns; Nicole
Walton; Lane Giardina; and many,
many others.

I also would like to recognize some
members of Senator GRASSLEY’s staff.
Now, he—for those who wouldn’t
know—is my Republican counterpart. I
chair a committee evenly divided—11
to 1ll—and Senator GRASSLEY is in
charge of the Republican side. We have
developed a strong friendship and trust
over the years that really meant a lot
during this process.

I want to recognize Senator GRASS-
LEY’s staff members, in particular:
Kolan Davis, his staff director of many
years; Brendan Chestnut, his chief
nominations counsel; and Lauren
Mehler, his senior counsel for nomina-
tions.

Our two staffs worked very well to-
gether in this process, and I really ap-
preciate that. I want to thank Senator
GRASSLEY, again, for it.

I want to thank the committee’s non-
designated staff, including Heather
Vachon, Michelle Heller, Bryan Palm-
er, Kara Dubbs, Shannon Bartley,
Chuck Papirmeister, and others.

I want to also express my gratitude
to the larger Senate community who
played a part in Judge Jackson’s nomi-
nation process: the staff of the Archi-
tect of the Capitol, the Sergeant at
Arms, and of course the men and
women of the U.S. Capitol Police Force
who were critical to the success of the
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hearing and markups for Judge Jack-
son’s nomination. More than 1,000 peo-
ple occupied the chairs in the back of
the committee room in the 4 days of
hearings. It was the largest gathering,
largest crowd, short of the State of the
Union Address, in modern memory on
the Senate. And today’s Gallery at-
tendance, again, was something, a wel-
come change from the forlorn empty
Chamber’s Galleries that we have come
to be used to.

I also want to thank and add the
names of the Senate staff who were so
instrumental in supporting the com-
mittee’s proceedings.

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD a
list of Senate staff who were instru-
mental in supporting the committee’s
proceedings.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

Ronda Stewart .......ccccoovveermvccrnnens SAA—Security Planning and Police Co-
ordination Director

SAA—Access  Control and Transpor-
tation Director

SAA—Police Coordination Analyst

SAA—Senior Program Manager

SAA—Radio & TV Director

SAA—Sr. Media Relations Coordinator

SAA—Media Relations Coordinator

SAA—Media Relations Coordinator

SAA—Press Photographers Director

SAA—Press Photographers Deputy Di-
rector

SAA—Press Photographers, Senior As-
sistant Director

SAA—Press  Photographers,
Director

SAA—Periodical Press Director

SAA—Media Relations Coordinator

SAA—Media Relations Coordinator

SAA—Daily Press Director

SAA—Daily Press, Sr. Media Relations
Coordinator

SAA—Daily Press, Sr. Media Relations
Coordinator

SAA—Daily Press, Media Relations As-
sistant

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

USCP Senate Division

Wendy Colmore .........coooceveervvrnens

Jaivon Gibbs
Amanda Simmons ..
Mike Mastrian ...

Erin Yeatman
Tamara Robin:
Charles Moxley ..
Jeff Kent .......
Mark Abraham ...

Tricia MUNIO ..o

Matt Grant ... Assistant
Justin Wilson .....
Spencer Barks
Lindsey Bowen ...
Laura Lytle ...
Kristyn Socknat .

AMY GrOSS ..ooooveeeeeeeeeeeeeriens
Kate Leavitt ..........ccccccooovivccnnncicncns

Inspector John Erickson ...............
Captain Kenneth Wheeler . .
Captain Matthew Tighe ....
Lieutenant Vidal Adams

Sergeant Adam Descamp .............
Sergeant David Van Benschoten

Sergeant John Ruskoski ...
Sergeant Howard Jaslow ..
Sergeant Jeffery Andrews . .
Sergeant Charles Nelson .............

Mr. DURBIN. With that, I yield the
floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
WARNOCK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

———
TRANSGENDER RIGHTS

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, I am
one of the few parents of young chil-
dren in the Senate. But almost every
one of us here is a parent, so you know
that one of the most spectacular things
your kid can do is to write you a letter.
Sometimes—frankly, most of the
time—when I have gotten those letters,
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